
Meera sheepishly glances at Sarah.  BOB RICE (60s, mustached, 
rust-belt) enters with MAX SMITH (30s, serious). 

BOB
Everyone, I’d like to introduce Max 
Smith, our new account executive.  
Max, this is the team.  Justin Hayes, 
our creative director.  

Justin holds out his hand for a shake.  Max demurs.

MAX
Shaking hands is the easiest way to 
pass germs and I can’t afford to be 
sick right now.  I’m taking a 
sommelier course at the culinary 
academy.  Need my sinuses clear.

Crickets.  Meera and Justin share a look.  Bob continues.

BOB
Okay.  Sarah Green, our art designer. 
Tawnia Nichols, the office manager.  
And Meera Patel, my assistant. 

They AD-LIB hellos.  Meera can’t help herself:

MEERA
Sorry, just want to clarify... being 
an assistant is a transitional job for 
me.  Still looking for my true thing, 
thinking maybe interior design, so.

Meera sheepishly moves a small, potted plant a few inches.

MEERA
That’s better. 

They all stare at her.  Bob clears his throat and continues.

BOB
So Max is the one who brought in the 
new Quark account.  

MAX
They’ve been under the radar but 
they’re growing faster than Google.  
We’re not gonna be Great Lakes 
Marketing, we’re gonna be Busy Lakes 
Marketing, am I right?

(off more crickets)
Just a little play on words.
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MEERA
(not funny)

Funny.

MAX
Anyway, it’s nice to meet everyone.  
Just wanted to let you know I have a 
tree nut intolerance, so FYI on that.

Even more crickets as Max walks off.

INT. SARAH’S HOUSE – NIGHT 

Meera and Sarah sit on the sofa.

MEERA
...aren’t tree nuts just nuts, why 
does he call them that?

SARAH
Also: “intolerance”?  Either it’s an 
allergy or it isn’t.

BRIAN GREEN (30, Sarah’s husband) enters and kisses Sarah.

BRIAN
Hey guys.  Dishwasher’s on, boys are 
in bed, I’m gonna go watch the game.

MEERA
Sup, Brian.  We can just kiss later.

SARAH
Have a good night, hon.

They smile at Brian as he crosses off.

MEERA
I gotta get me one of those.  Do you 
think he’d make Mona’s wedding 
slideshow for me?  She wants to set it 
to “Lady in Red” on repeat.

SARAH
It’s incredible that you and your 
sister came from the same parents.

MEERA
She also wants to cancel my plus one. 
But I’m not rolling up solo and being 
judged for my singleness.  I need a 
date, even a white one.  Not ideal, 
but better than being there alone. 
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ACT TWO

INT. MEERA’S BEDROOM – NEXT MORNING

An alarm BEEPS.  Meera slaps it until it stops and shakes off 
her sleep.  She spots the suit on a chair, picks up her phone 
and dials.  SPLIT SCREEN: Meera and Sarah, on speakerphone.

MEERA
Girl.  Something bonkers happened. 
Last night, I-- 

Meera CHOKES on her words.  She takes a sip of water.

MEERA (CONT’D)
Sorry, just woke up.  So I was sitting 
on the bench after you left and these--

Meera tries to talk and STARTS TO GAG.

SARAH
You okay?

MEERA
I don’t know, maybe I’m too freaked 
out.  Like that time I auditioned for 
“Les Mis” and forgot all the words.

SARAH
Or maybe you’re still drunk, I’m 
hanging up now, you’re not gonna 
remember this, gotta go, bye!

INT. MEERA’S LIVING ROOM – LATER

Meera eats cereal, a little freaked out.  She hears a KNOCK 
and opens the door to find Max.

MEERA
Oh boy, I knew it.  I knew when I saw 
you, you have stalker written all over 
your face.  Listen, there’s a cop that 
lives upstairs--

MAX
I know about the aliens and the suit.

Off Meera’s stunned look...

INT. MEERA’S LIVING ROOM – MOMENTS LATER

Meera watches as Max swipes through a PowerPoint presentation 
on his iPad.  

THE GREATEST AMERICAN HERO  Rev. Network Draft 1/22/18 13.
MAX

START>

SC 2

Page 3 of 8

michelle
Line

michelle
Line

michelle
Cross-Out



MEERA
I’m gonna be honest, I still think you 
might be a stalker, but at least this 
PowerPoint looks legit.

ANGLE ON: a slide with the GAH logo and a photo of Max with 
another MAN and WOMAN, in identical suits and Ray-Bans.

MEERA
Your parents seem intense.

MAX
Those are my bosses, Agents Lee and 
Diaz, I work for a top-secret division 
of the FBI that tracks alien activity.

MEERA
So, you’re like, “Men In Black”?  I 
saw Tommy Lee Jones once when I was 
interning at Ms. Magazine.

MAX
Sort of like that, but real.  Sandra 
and Harold, who gave you the suit, 
come from the planet Elysior, which 
we’ve been in communication with for a 
long time.  They requested me to be 
your tactical support.  They’ll 
contact me about our missions and then 
I’ll work with you to execute them.

MEERA
I get it, I’m James Bond and you’re M.

MAX
No.  Because again, this is real.

MEERA
(”this freaking guy”)

Yeah, I know, I was just... I’m so 
glad we have to work together since we 
clearly get each other.

Before Max can respond, Meera’s phone LIGHTS UP with a text 
from her mom: “Dear Meera, Are you receiving this?  I am 
learning to text.  The letters are so smALL BUT I’M GETTING 
THE HANG OF IT...”  Meera stops reading and turns to Max.

MEERA
My mom just sent a four-screens-long 
text and almost all of it is in caps.

MAX
Can we get back to this please? 
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ANGLE ON: A map with the GAH logo on different continents. 

MAX
There have been others in the past. 
The Greatest Peruvian Hero, The 
Greatest Latvian Hero, each with 
something unique about them...  

MEERA
What’s unique about me?

MAX
(unsure beat, then)

We can talk details later, we should 
get up to speed on the suit first.  
Where’s the manual?

MEERA
Funny story actually: I lost it. 

MAX
That’s not a story, that’s 3 words.

MEERA
Short story.

MAX
(frustrated)

Then just put on the suit and let’s 
see what happens.

MEERA
I don’t want to put it on!  Some 
strange aliens give you a suit, you 
don’t just put it on.  It could mess 
you up on like, a DNA level!  You 
don’t know.  

MAX
The aliens are far more advanced than 
us.  The suit will only help you.  

MEERA
Fine, but if it turns me green or 
something, I’m coming after you.

INT. MEERA’S LIVING ROOM – LATER

Meera enters the room in the suit, feeling herself.

MEERA
I know I was skeptical but I don’t 
even care if this suit messes me up. 

(MORE)
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ACT THREE

INT. HOTEL SUITE - DAY

Mona, Leena and other COUSINS and AUNTIES get their hair and 
make-up done.  Leena hangs up her phone.  

LEENA
She is still not answering even though 
I have called and texted many times.

MONA
Unbelievable.  I was worried Meera 
would mess up the slideshow, but she’s 
not even gonna show up.  If she 
doesn’t want everyone to judge her, 
maybe she should be a better person.  
This is a new low, even for her. 

LEENA
I’m going to send a text in all 
capital letters.  Meera told me that 
means yelling.

Leena begins to slowly text with one index finger.

EXT. POLICE STATION PARKING LOT - LATER

Meera and Max walk to his car.  She sees multiple missed 
calls and texts from her mom.  Meera sighs, pockets her 
phone, puts on a rubber glove and tries to light a cigarette.

MAX
(measured anger)

The suit.  Won’t let you engage in 
vices.  That impede your functioning.

MEERA
Well the suit is broken, because mind 
control stopped working, but then it 
randomly made me really strong.  

MAX
It’s not broken, its built-in 
mechanisms kicked in.  And you must’ve 
accidentally accessed super strength 
because you’ve barely practiced and 
don’t know how to control the suit 
yet.  You can’t fly just because you 
own a helicopter.  

MEERA
We get a helicopter?
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MAX
It’s a metaphor, just get in my Volt!

INT. MAX’S VOLT – CONTINUOUS

They get in Max’s Chevy Volt and he begins to drive.

MEERA
Can you drop me off at the 
Intercontinental?  I’m so late, Mona 
and my mom are gonna kill me.  I 
thought if I brought a doctor to the 
wedding it’d be a buffer from my 
family’s judgment and that engineer... 

MAX
I can’t believe you!  First you use 
the suit to try to get a date and now 
you’re talking about a wedding.  We 
have a mission to complete!

MEERA
Find someone else to do it.

MAX
You still don’t get it, there’s no one 
else!  You were chosen for the suit.

MEERA
Yeah, but I didn’t choose it!  I don’t 
want to save the world.  I want to 
find something to make my family 
proud.  I want to go on a great date 
and fall in love.  I want to karaoke 
Sia.  Even if it’s not perfect, I have 
a whole life I still want to live!  I 
thought being a superhero was the 
thing I’d been looking for but it’s 
not.  I went to jail and now you want 
me to miss my sister’s wedding.

MAX
I’m sorry about your sister’s wedding, 
but we have to get those files. 

MEERA
Dude, I’ll just mess it up.  I was 
wrong, this isn’t my thing.  But you 
know what is?  Bailing.  I’m out.  

The car stops in front of Quark.

MEERA
This isn’t the Intercontinental!

THE GREATEST AMERICAN HERO  Rev. Network Draft 1/22/18 28.
MAX

 
SC 3 

Cont.

Page 7 of 8

michelle
Cross-Out

michelle
Cross-Out

michelle
Cross-Out

michelle
Cross-Out

michelle
Cross-Out



MAX
I need you to get those files.

MEERA
What makes you even think I can?

Max turns to Meera and lays everything on the line:

MAX
Because the aliens picked you for a 
reason.  They see something special in 
you even if you don’t see it in 
yourself.  They believe in you, I 
believe in you.  I know it feels hard, 
but it's supposed to be hard.  If it 
wasn't hard, everyone would do it.  
The hard... is what makes it great. 

Meera takes this in, then: 

MEERA
Is that from “A League of Their Own”?

MAX
One of my favorite movies.

MEERA
(a little teary)

Me too.  I own it on Blu-Ray.

EXT. QUARK BUILDING - CONTINUOUS

Meera, now wearing the suit, stands nervously at the ominous 
entrance.  INTERCUT WITH: Max in the car, looking at a map on 
his computer, talking to Meera through an earpiece.

MAX (IN CAR)
I’ll guide you to the vault.

MEERA
Got it.  Ralph, access mind control.  
Also, I need some hype music: play the 
“Jurassic Park” song.

RALPH (V.O.)
During the manual override, you 
mentioned you dated a woman.  Would 
you prefer a song by Tegan and Sara, 
who are very popular among bisexuals?

MEERA
What?  No.  Stop trying to relate.
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