
JO
I don’t see what you can do 
except get a carriage or stay 
/here all night. 

MEG (CONT'D)
/Carriages are too expensive. 

LAURIE
Please let me take you home. It’s 
right next door. 

MEG
No, thank you /we cannot 
accept.

LAURIE (CONT'D)
/You must take mine. Let me. 

MEG
No, it’s so early -- you can’t mean 
to go yet. 

LAURIE
I always go early - I do, truly. 

JO
What choice do you have? 

MEG
Thank you so much Mr. Laurence. 

LAURIE
I’m just Laurie.

JO
He’s just Laurie. 

EXT. GARDINER’S NEW YEAR’S PARTY. NIGHT. 1861.19 19

Laurie elegantly holds Meg’s arm while Jo trails behind. 
While Laurie leaves to ready the carriage, Meg and Jo 
overhear two older women talking: 

GOSSIPY MOTHER #1 
How old is he? 

GOSSIPY MOTHER #2
16 or 17. 

GOSSIPY MOTHER #1
It would be a grand thing for one 
of those girls, wouldn’t it? After 
all, their father can’t give them 
anything.   
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GOSSIPY MOTHER #2
I hear they rely on their wealthy 
Aunt for loans and employment and 
that their only servant works for 
practically nothing. 

GOSSIPY MOTHER #1
Yes, they’ll need to marry rich. 

GOSSIPY MOTHER #2
Mrs. March has made her plans, I 
dare say, and will play her cards 
well, early as it is. 

Jo reddens and starts to turn, but Meg stops her. 

JO
As if marriage was the only end and 
aim of a woman’s life! 

Laurie’s carriage pulls up. 

INT./EXT. MARCH HOUSE. NIGHT. 1868.20 20

A laughing Marmee, holding a book and covered in flour, opens 
the door on Laurie and Jo, supporting Meg.  

MARMEE
(laughing)

Goodness gracious, what have you 
done! 

Marmee has none of the pretensions of the other mothers, no 
artifice. She’s a hippie before they existed. 

JO
Here, make room, /Meg is a 
wounded soldier! 

MEG
/I sprained my ankle dancing! 

MARMEE
Oh Meg - You’ll kill yourself for 
fashion one of these days. Hannah! 
Get some ice! 

The little girls, Amy and Beth come rushing down the stairs 
and attack the older girls. 

AMY
Tell us about it!/ 

(re: Laurie)
What’s he like? 

BETH
(to Jo)

/Was the music wonderful? 
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