
JILL
Don’t over think it.  It’s not a 
major ethics problem.  You need 
something to pep you up.  To get re-
energized.

ABE
And you think a party with the 
dumbed down generation will do it.

JILL
That’s my new project - to prove to 
a disillusioned, jaded recluse that 
life has much to offer.

CUT TO:

INT. ABE’S ROOM - NIGHT27 27

Pouring rain outside.  Abe tries writing again but loses 
interest.  A knock on the door.  He answers, it’s Rita 
Richards.

ABE
Yes?

RITA
I’m sorry for dropping in suddenly 
but I was shopping today at the 
liquor store and they had these two 
bottles of very fine single malt 
scotch and I bought one for Paul 
and myself and I know how much you 
love single malt scotch.

ABE
That was very thoughtful of you.  
How much do I owe you?

RITA
Oh god no, I bought it for you.

ABE
Well thank you.  You could’ve 
waited to give it to me - you 
didn’t have to come in the rain.

RITA
I couldn’t wait - I was excited 
over it.
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ABE
Will you have one with me?

RITA
I thought you’d never ask.

(he fixes drinks)
What are you working on?

ABE
I’ve been trying to finish a book I 
started a long time ago -

RITA
About?

ABE
About Heidegger and fascism.  Just 
what the world needs, another book 
about Heidegger and fascism.

RITA
How’s it coming?

ABE
I’m blocked - I can’t write.

RITA
Why?

ABE
I can’t write because I can’t 
breathe.

RITA
What would get you breathing again?

ABE
The will to breathe - inspiration.

RITA
You need a muse.

ABE
I’ve never needed a muse before.

Both of them drinking.

RITA
(takes glass from him)

I hope you’re not going to send me 
back out into the rain without 
sleeping with me.
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ABE
I’m trying to work.

RITA
You’re blocked.  I’m going to 
unblock you.  Or are you becoming 
infatuated with that student you 
spend so much time with.

She’s close up now and it evolves into intimacy and kissing.

CUT TO:

INT. JILL’S PARENTS’ HOME - NIGHT28 28

Family plus Roy.  Thunder sound.

JILL
When the hurricane hit in New 
Orleans, Abe went down there and 
stayed six weeks.  He said the 
problems were overwhelming and the 
political red tape and corruption 
was just a scandal.  He couldn’t 
believe the stupidity and greed.

DAD
It was a scandal for George Bush.

JILL
Well Abe was in the thick of it 
trying to get something 
accomplished.  Meanwhile his wife 
was falling in love with his best 
friend.

MOM
Uh-huh...

JILL
Abe really loved his wife.  He met 
her on a trip to Machu Picchu to 
see the ruins - and they both 
experimented with mescaline.  He’s 
tried everything - hates drugs - 
actually he’s very conservative in 
a kind of liberal way.

MOM
It seems he really opened up to 
you.  Everyone says he’s not easy 
to get to know.
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